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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Clainns 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. patent 6,029,045 to Picco et al in view of U.S. patent 6,175,573 to Togo et al. 

Picco et al teach a multiplexing apparatus comprising first and second inputs 180 
and 200 (see figure 8); first and second selecting unit 190 and 192 (figure 8) which are 
under control of CPU 188 (col 1 1 lines 43+). In col 1 1 lines 49+, it is stated that each 
splicer inserts pieces of local content into the data streams. Picco et al does not 
however teach a multiplexing unit to multiplex the audio and video data streams which 
leave the splicers. 

Togo et al teach multiplexing sound and visual data together as shown in figure 

1. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have multiplexed the audio and visual data of Picco et al together in light of 
the teachings of Togo et al in order to form a compact and unified stream of data 
capable of being processed in a more efficient manner. 

With regard to claim 2, it would be obvious to control the respective data rates 
so that they do not interfere with each other. 
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With regard to claim 3, Picco et al discuss programming material in col 3 line 64. 

With regard to claim 4, multiple streams of material greater than two are 
discussed in col 6 lines 50+. 

With regard to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 1 above. 

With regard to claim 6, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that it would be 
obvious to record the process in computer software in order to insure its repeatability. 

3. Claims 7 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. patent 6,029,045 to Picco et al. 

With regard to claims 7 - 8, Pico teaches the invention as described above, but 
does not explicitly teach a separate "output unit" as claimed. However, it is noted that 
the splicer unit would in the process of inserting the data into the main data flow handle 
the data streams in memory separately, such that the splicers can be considered to be 
an obvious form of "output unit," 

With regard to claims 9-10, see the discussion of the rejection of claim 7 above. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Blount whose telephone number is 571 - 272 - 
3071 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Chau Nguyen, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 3126. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications nnay be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

- — <^iJ-^ 
AjitPatel 
Primary Examiner 
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